
GREAT PUBLIC MEETING 



THE LIVERPOOL 

SBeglegan association 

AT THE MUSIC HALL, BOLD STREET, 

On Friday Evening, Nov. 21, 1834. 



UN Friday evening, November 21, 1834, a meeting of the Class-leaders, Stewards, 
and Members of the two Liverpool Circuits, was held in the large room, late the 
Music-hall, Bold-street, for the purpose of hearing an account of the principles ana 
objects of the Wesleyan Methodist Association, and to take into consideration the 
late extraordinary proceedings of Conference. It was announced m the placard that 
Dr. Warren, and several other gentlemen from Manchester and elsewhere, would 
attend: great interest was consequently excited in the minds of the Methodist public; 
and, by the hour fixed for the meeting, (seven o’clock,) the room, which is capable ot 
containing about 2,000 persons, was crowded almost to suffocation, and we understand 
that numbers were obliged to go away, unable to obtain admittance, A considerable 
part of the audience consisted of females. Dr. Warren was introduced to the meeting, 
and received with loud applause. At the hour appointed for the commencement 

° f Mr! David Rowland rose, and moved that William Smith, Esq., of Reddish- 
house*, near Stockport, should take the chair. It was his duty to state that their ex- 
cellent and esteemed friend, Mr. Smith, was labouring under extreme indisposition ; 
but, such was his zeal in this great and good cause, that it could not be restrained, 
and he had felt it his duty to comply with the earnest request of the Committee tnat 
he would preside on this occasion, though he did so at great personal hazard. 
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*79^fiirther concessions^* er Jmade^°whlch' upo/thethT^^^ a -°? in the yenr 
people. A principal .point in dispute wasihe aZiss on of a ’v sa t tlsfactor ^ t0 

sr as sa: 

ofVJfe:S"iti?“ CerS C0Uld neith “ be nor expelled, except by a majority 

so^'etyf anifno PersoiTeonld ^be ^pelled^excep^nf^^ meeting could be received Into th. 
had broken the rules. P * pt 16 was proved to a leaders’ meeting that he 

of 3 «hI?„ciXS actno n Sed 1“ T “ a " a f ment <* the temporal affair, 

people should reach the Conference. P P ° annel through whlch the voice of the 

Somewhere 8 about^e'jie^r^Sll* fhf Conference* ^ ent0n P e3cea bly a °d prosperously, 
of infringement upon fhTrightsof the ThTl “ZL”^ a . se,tI ? d sys,e ” 
An organ was forced into Brunswick rhaJLi* t • S Wa , S sho ? n ,n various instances. 
Chape? Manche^terfcontra®^ to Taw! bS ’as ^ ^\£ d * ln ? Grosvenor- street 
sacrificed to the accomplishment of so threat a ° Jlundred members were 

S= 

by hi^^nauthorfty!’ A? ££ rimVil powVr^iHxpSg 

rXLeT W It 

Leaders were to be met in small sections* and a ^ am ^eing troublesome , the 

s? g^£iS? ^ 

jp«£K£=^ 

on^at onfe^ttMhe awTffevem^whk^rook^i^ce 0 !!^^ tfif^fP 

acting upon the principles of absolute power, the finest smSI in thlf^ 9 ^ heD * by 
deprived of its brightest ornaments, and 1000 members driven away AfSxda^s* 
debate upon this question, the Conference of 1828 boldlv resold fn fA-, f dy , 
from that time Methodism has been without a constilufion al m^ fh' ,? Dd 

tiorfof aflf opics^ffo^he^^ q^rferly Meetings fio^^r^liF 6 

in^h^moraf woTdVb^ ‘ ‘P 

thodism, for seven years, to stajreer a d rw ri h ? ha , s Caused Me “ 

finally to totter almost to its fal? w"! reel * oaD ? fro, like a drunken man, and 

placed laid waste ! o“ce,whetevcr and ,h ? beau,iful 

fuTtoT ! bUt T’h d ° e ! a " y ma " travel from his hom y e,how daj£en“ ft ^unrated* 
or 4ople“meS e '' fa “ S are Tory-preachere’ 

to the question ofyM/Jl power-»There?s mw no leadS' „m° mUCh h refc . re ”“ 

the proprtety or impropriety of such an institution I ma^howevef be affcSS 

£™ 

rl? a °K then kee P t ! le , lr Preachers. So far as Methodist law is concerned t£ 

- *" eQce haS mor . e r «g h 5 to appropriate one single penny of the Contingent Fund 

1 ?i ck W four’s pocket. 



*o the support of such an luomuuun, man j. nave to Dick mv neiohhmiw’c , 
The comem of the quarterly meeting, ought to have been obtained before anysoeh 
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„ taken. Th. sum <* «■» gutter U 

nor* spiritual affairs of Mrthodwm is there^a TP^jP declare that in the regular 
the Conference and its representat » discussed nor any address or petition 

meetings nothing vital to Methodism .shall be ^iscussed, »« e J onfc Having 

be introduced, reflecting in unconstitutional proceedings of the Conference, I 

advanced my opinion as to the ]yre ^ hodist Assoc iation. I commence 

now eo on to state the objects of th nneaui vocal declaration, that we want 

th” division of the Plan of 1795. and 

nothing new in Methodism. people, quite as much liberty as is desmb 

and the Concessions of 1797, give u , P L , re distinguishing it from all other 

or scriptural. Methodism has 0 '>' f '7Xs. ? - Itmust be quite clear to all 
denominations— viz. “ the inner y power possessed by a man coming o 

acquainted with human nature, that uni m P P weapon, and sure to be 

raide only two or three years in ta place. felt thief and threw off the 
freauently capriciously exercised. •—o' to rivet round our neckc. But as 

yoke which the Conference is now endeavo g Confere nce now finds that “the 
Sir. Wesley observed on t thu ^^FaaeMta read the following rules:- 
people will not thus submit. h les G f the Society, which are put 

1 .That private members he trii^aMor mg h t the leaders’ meeting shall say 

after wn.cn the preacher, as rudge, 

shall pronounce sentence. u be proved at a leaders’ 

^rC^^^S^oufd couetude that this meant to the 

satisfaction of such meeting.] the meetings to which they belong, and 

2 * — That the leaders and .ffieers ta tt ^ of a maJori ty of such meetmg. 
he not removed from their » precisely in the same way as private 

[The practice of the preachers is o d as intended to protect them in 

members. The law in this » ^ ^Ze upon them as representatives of the 

the exercise of the importai , thre m ust be no appeal to any other tribunal. 

Society. In both the cases and cannot be of any real service. 

It is adangerous power to le ?T®* th rany goo d could arise from the Conference attempting 
as it is more than questionablewhethe V B would no t hold communion with him.] 

M r°™aT“hT:rrClar meetings for the discussion of aU questions 
3. That lull p ^ hnnwn to the Conference. .. . ~ 



whichThe people wish to make known ito within the last fortnight a 

intofaieaudfuffopefation. we 

If those proceedings be all J h ° in ot der that they may be reproved, 

the sooner they are brought to the n make _ lt only rema.ns to glance 

Such are the very moderate 1 convincc the Conference that we, as a 

at the measures to be adopted m order , us st lcs in Methodism, the 

people, are in earnest. Through all„thej ^ a|1 those wh o in any way 

preachers have succeeded n g We think it our duty to remain and de- 

presumed to mterfere with their pr j the representatives ot Conference must 

mand the restitution of °JJ r r 8 * u f Then come the principles ot our Associa- 

exercise their powers and <ur« w stick t0 their leaders, every penny which 

tion into operation, tor if the .P^ e ur W1 “ h equer, and form a fund to dominate 
the preachers lose will comeinto ° ™ ® “ q h ’ lose the i r living by advocating 

information, and to maintain those preachers 7 hands— acquaint your- 

our cause. Ve Merhodta P«pk * to be ^ght. If you be faithful to 

selves with the truth, an _ d ^wer 0 f the Conference apd its supporters can 

your trust, not all the . year,— -for it is your pence , not their pounds, that 

maintain its position for ‘"chefs thaf the persons who are making 

will settle this business. 1 * P h unw0 rthy your countenance and sup- 

this disturbance are ungodly 1 before you all-there is old John Russell, a leader 
port. This is untrue-— they are now ^jeyou^ he entered th e ministry. Is be, 
of half a century— the leader ot • ^ ^ for imaglnary rIg hts ? There are 

mTn^«.° of ‘.hutT. twenty, ird all the gradations downwards, too numerous to 

mention, but you may see them. inttod ucing to the notice of the meeting 

Mr. Farm concluded his address ty nt ™ and g corarae nced by assuring the meet- 
Dr, Warren. — H e was warmly receiveu, 
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thft mome^posSE^ hSlbrewt ^e haTa^ ^ngs which at 

course of his ministry, as well as manv mixpH 9 i,^; „ an ^ ! ar S e assemblies in the 
feel such sensations as now, when he foLd himsetfin T?* bu * n . eve * before did he 
his venerated, affectionate, and faithful father in Mp*hn#r ver P 00 j , in tbe presence of 
townsmen. (Applause.) In a " d ,n the midst of his 

would say, without intending a mTre fiLre nt IT inte . n !« ent and P^us, he 
offensive towards any other sect that hp g frh °J Sp ® e , c 1 h ’ or wishing to be severe or 
now in the presence of one whom he would t0 God that was 

that was his old and only clSeaLT Mr iin^ 111 T ere " d * ather in G ° d > ^nd 
distical experience, practice and 1 ^ Ru l SelL He lmbibed bis metho- 

spirituai father. About thirty-five ^ears^eo r e t C , h !? g of tbat ve °erable 

meetings, as hundreds of thJm had rinnp 3g ’ h Wa 5 dell 8 bted *o attend his class 

now a marked man, , and accented a X, h" 5 and th °^ h be (Dr ‘ Warren 0 was 
and practice as & was precse y the same in principle 

Xts.-wstl’t 5 s “ “ “ s,: 

s„-s tsvssjfs 

fig. E sJBTAa jrffzi 

SSsssArsx s ss-Azf^v 1 M* s a 

one, as Mr. Ferrer had Observed ba ha.inL L ° ^ey could only, however, be 
must consent, and both must pay imdolab”? attention” 1 *“ ® hlc , l > <>o‘b parties 

unless they feU tb"t' .0^“^? wront^ ^f5 u i d b ™ met night, as they did! 
was that of the people“lh?C„3nce (HeTr* hea°r f^***?** ^ 
paid the strtctest attention to the constitution ? Hemiehtnoth m ,Sh1h a pC0 P Ie 

fe!i„Tt^«“ 

eveTy ^haffl thT^iHmaY^ofp^ity ^ 

they thought of those events. Thoseoroceedm^ h^^rl feela pan S when 

Reveren^Dn^Clarkta^HraV'^an) 611 '!^ 11 wtmld* ler, ^ n h M^dtodism^the 

to that unhappy business as he had thpm e re ? d ^ em b,s words in reference 
of the body,w P ho mLS^^SSiSito2^ , D/ , <SSlr“ d ir'* J,C ? ,er 

powerful and well* weighed words of that- n its decline. Such were the 

mamm 

renounce it, in order to do iustice to musplf tk!?, V * d force me t0 

scribblers to encumber the dbam of ? hey bave encouraged despicable 

covered reproach," and w^fd P nTsuffer‘ dthe/^eTf TLtStot F “W 

vindication.’' Dr Warren then said he felt no CilUy m^he Confeenee 

Tf h fu t i W °i prea ehers m the Connexion to whom he would not hold out the hand 

we I' 1 D0W b ™»i‘her a as 

dictive agains/bts b^tbren.^ut what 
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eo-operate with each other to obtain a speedy adjustment of this painful struggle. It 
was painful for him to speak of himself, and he would not do it. He had published 
a book which many of them had read. Other parties had written against it, but 
every fact in his book remained unconfuted to that hour. The British public, as 
well as the British Methodists, think for themselves, and know right from wrong. 
Those who had perused his book would know very well his opinion as to the way in 
which he had been treated by the Conference. It was for the public to judge whether 
he had been allowed freely to explain his actions and motives, and to clear himself 
from the aspersions which were brought against him when he stood before them in 
July and August. His motives were disinterested, but they were unwelcome, because 
they were declared in behalf of the people. (Hear.) With regard to the proceedings 
of the Manchester Special District Meeting, he would not detain them, as the news-- 
papers had already spoken out on the subject. In a pamphlet which he would pub- 
lish next week, he would show, by a plain and incontrovertible statement, that he 
was unmethodistically and unconstitutionally suspended from the ministry. God 
having given him a dispensation to preach the Gospel of Jesus Christ, he (Dr. War- 
ren) durst not be silent; and though the District Meeting had suspended him, he 
would not hold his tongue. (Hear.) The Methodist constitution had guarded the 
ministerial character with more securities than the District Meeting seemed disposed 
to observe when they suspended a preacher whose morals were correct, whose doctrine 
was unimpeached, and whose motives were pure. The Methodist constitution 
had provided that no preacher should be suspended without the concurrence of 
the people. No District Meeting had that power. No preacher would be 
safe to enter the Connexion if he could be suspended at the pleasure of the 
District Meeting alone — Doctor Warren then read a rule from the Plan of 
Pacification agreed to in 1795 relative to the trial and suspension of preachers 
whose practice was immoral or their doctrine erroneous. By that rule it was stipu- 
lated that the stewards and leaders should each have a vote, and that then, if found 
guilty, the District Committee should appoint another preacher in his place and sus- 
pend him until the Conference. The people were thus made a party to the dismissal; 
and it was expressly declared that “ no preacher was to be suspended except by the 
trial before mentioned.” He appealed to them, then, whether;he had been legally 
suspended ? (Cries of “ No, no.”) He was happy that they agreed with him in his 
views of the matter, as he felt safer from having their opinion on his side. The peo- 
ple were in danger from such illegal expulsions as well as the preachers, and if his 
brethren were unwilling to have liberty from this bondage, why, they must force it 
upon them. Dr. Warren then alluded to some other cases of oppression which had 
occurred at Manchester, particularly to that of Mr. Greenhalgh, who had been ex- 
pelled the Society because he had attended what was pronounced an illegal meeting. 
That meeting was illegal, because he (Dr. Warren) being suspended, had presided as 
superintendent. But if, as he had shown, his suspension was illegal, then, upon the 
same principle, the expulsion of Mr. Greenhalgh was equally illegal. — It had been 
declared by a person whom he would not name, that the proceedings of Pacification, 
and the Rules adopted at Leeds in 1795 and 1797, were a mere juggle, and altogether 
unnecessary. He was, however, happy to hear a person, who was capable of judging, 
say, and he entirely agreed in the sentiment, that those two public documents 
were exceedingly valuable,-— they were the Magna Charta of Methodism. (Hear, 
hear.) They were altogether the most valuable documents existing. They ought 
to be studied by every body connected with the Society, and, like the golden letters 
of Pythagoras, they ought to be repeated day and night. It had been said by some 
that that meeting was convened to bring forward some new measure in the constitution 
of Methodism. He denied that. They wanted nothing new, whilst there existed those 
two great and important documents, and they, with those laws in existence, could 
bring matters back to their original state. In the next place, according to those 
documents, it was enacted that every preacher should have the right of expressing 
his opinion, and in order to secure the free expression of their opinions, they were 
to be given by ballot. In that there was nothing new, for it was in continual 
practice. Again, it was said that the people should be present at Conference. In that 
there was nothing new, for many of them would recollect seeing persons present — both 
members and those who were not, at meetings of the Conference in this town. (Hear, 
hear.) It therefore appeared to him, that the steps they were taking that night, 
in that place and elsewhere, were the only effectual means of keeping themselves safe ; 
that was, by being united and steadfast. If they submitted, and became disunited, 
they would be cut off in detail, and all would be lost. But if they persevered in 
the course proposed by respectable lay gentlemen, all would be preserved. He, 
therefore, urgently pressed upon them the necessity of being united — let what would 
happen, he prayed of them not to forget the word u union.” Nothing should induce them 
to leave the society. Let nothing lead them to leave the body, not even if their names 
were erased from the Society, but that they would still swim in the ship with Metho. 
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disrn so long as she had a bottom. (Cheers.) It had been said of him that he must 
either be mad, or that he intended to leave the Methodists, or he would not act as he 
had done. But he would say to that, he had almost said, wicked insinuation, that so 
long as Methodism had one plank afloat, Samuel Warren would be the last to quit 
her. (Loud applause.) He had heard, too, that it had been said at head-quarters, 
(in speaking of the Methodist Preachers, he meant to make no allusion to their private 
characters, which he believed to be unimpeachable,) that they were prepared to cut off 
10,000 members. (“ Shame, shame.”) But he must tell them that before they could 
put down the principle on which he acted, they must cut off 30,000. He had letters 
from all parts of the country congratulating him on the step he had taken, and he had 
received one from Edinburgh that day statins that his friends there were united in 
the same cause. (Applause.) The Reverend Doctor then alluded to the aspersions 
that had been cast on his pamphlet, and stated that one person had purchased 200 
copies and put them in the fire. This only gave the printer and bookseller more work, 
and would increase the funds for circulating religious knowledge. It was something 
like the priest in Ireland, who took away a Testament from a poor boy and burnt it 
before his face, but the boy, after looking disappointed for a moment, suddenly turned 
to him and said, “ Thank God, your Reverence can’t burn the two chapters I have got 
by heart.” So let it be with them ; the knowledge they had acquired could not be 
destroyed. (Cheers.) He again entreated them to continue united, for the very con- 
stitution of Methodism was to promote the glory of God, and the interests and salva- 
tion of their fellow creatures. (Hear, hear.) In conclusion, he hoped they would 
allow him to urge upon them the necessity of attending to their private duties more 
punctually than ever; to be constant in their attendance at their meetings, and espe- 
cially at the house of God ; to “ be stedfast, immovable, always abounding in the 
work of the Lord.” (Applause.) 

Mr. Rowland next addressed the meeting as follows:— 

Sir,— You, and my Christian friends who know me, will believe me when I say 
that I lament the necessity which has placed you in that chair, and this meeting in 
our present circumstances. I say necessity ; and who will deny, after the forcible 
statements which have already been made, that we are here by a dire, a bard neces- 
sity. Yet this feeling of regret is mitigated by the consideration that we have afforded 
us an opportunity of indulging in some of the best feelings of the human heart, of 
discharging an interesting, a high, and a sacred duty, namely, — of sympathizing with 
some of the suffering members of the body of Christ, the Church. Yes, this assembly 
will recognise the authority which says, (speaking of the mystical body of the Re- 
deemer,) if one member suffer, every member suffers with him. Our Connexion, for 
many years, has been fertile in furnishing such objects of sympathy. Need I advert to « 
instances? You have them in the learned, laborious, and lamented Clarke and Samuel 
Drew. You have living instances in Forsyth and Stephens, who have been banished 
from their functions and their flocks for no crime of immorality, but for differences in 
matters not essential. There are others who have strong claims upon our sympathy 
that must not be overlooked. I mean the more than 1000 members of the Society at 
Leeds, who were cut off for their manly opposition to one of the most lawless outrages 
that was ever perpetrated under the sacred guise of Christianity in either ancient or 
modern times ; but there are victims of more recent date. I now particularly allude 
to the case of the excellent Mr.Greenhalgh, whom to knew is to love ; who, for twenty- 
five years, has sustained the onerous offices of leader and local preacher, and with a cha- 
racter unstained, unsullied, was last week offered up a sacrifice to the outraged name 
of religion ; and what harm had our brother done ? Why, he had dared to expose the 
nefarious proceedings of that party whose conduct is casting a withering blight over 
all the interests of Methodism. May l allude to one other victim ? I confess I hardly 
dare trust myself to advert to the circumstances and the name of the pious, learned, 
and patriotic Samuel Warren, who has had the courage to defy the monster Op- 
pression, and cast himself upon the judgment, the sympathy, and confidence of an 
affectionate people. And now having indulged in these sympathetic feelings, will you 
permit me to call the attention of the meeting to the necessity — I use the term most 
advisedly— the necessity of proceeding as we have begun ? Our kind friends affect 
surprise at the position we have taken ; they say, if there be grievances (and, by the 
bye, there are very few of them but will admit we have some grievances,) why not 
petition or remonstrate through the regular meetings ? The reply simply is, we 
cannot— itiis the high and.unscriptural assumption on the part of our superintendent 
preachers to put no motion to the vote implying the least reflection upon the Con- 
ference. I am quite aware that the preachers just now are very busy assuring the 
simple unsuspecting people that they will carefully convey any complaint. even from a 
private member, to the Conference, — nay, it is written in the statute-book of Methodism, 
that the ear of the Conference is open to any complaint. Now, having stated this, 
allow me to select two cases (out of scores that might be adduced) to illustrate the 
truth and meaning of this statement. The first case shall be that of a memorial sent 
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without the sanction of a quarterly meeting. The other shall be that of a regular 
quarterly meeting address signed by the circuit stewards. — After the justly execrated 
decisions of the never-to-be-forgotten Special District Meeting at Leeds, we, in Liver- 
pool, felt it to be our duty to notice it accordingly. I, in company with an esteemed 
friend, informed our then superintendent, the Rev. John Scott, of our intention to 
bring the whole affair under the consideration of the approaching quarterly meeting. 
He said he regretted it, but hoped we should think better of it. The quarter-day 
came; and, when we were about to introduce the subject, Mr. Scott rose in hi 9 
place, and let in a new light on Methodist law and Methodist usage. He 
told us that it was not the business of a quarter day to take up subjects of so general 
a character : that the quarterly meeting was for the settlement of the circuit affairs 
only. How were we amazed at this new light ! This was the doctrine of the super- 
intendent of the Liverpool North Circuit: the superintendent of the Liverpool South 
Circuit, about the same time, recognised the good old practice, by allowing the intro- 
duction of the whole question in that quarterly meeting. Mr. Scott told us he would 
if we were determined to press the matter, name another day for the discussion. He 
was asked if such an arrangement would have the same effect upon the Conference as 
if the business emanated from a quarterly meeting? He said it would, being called 
by the superintendent. That harmony and good feeling might be preserved in the 
appointed meeting, he was waited upon two or three days previously with a copy of 
the address it was intended to submit to the meeting for its adoption or rejection, 
when he candidly admitted the mildness and Christian spirit which pervaded it, and 
added, he must meet it in the best way he could. Well, the meeting arrived, and 
after inflicting a speech, on any thing but the question before us, of two hours* length, 
at the solemn and still hour of midnight, when all present were looking with intense 
anxiety for the result of the vote, he concluded by saying, with all the sang froid ima- 
ginable, “ 1 shall not put these resolutions to the vote.” The brethren, so outraged, 
ao insulted, could not refrain from venting forth their feelings in cries of “ Shame ! 
shame!” Well, we, notwithstanding, signed and sent our memorial to Conference, 
of course, wanting the official authority of a quarterly meeting. Why, you will ex- 
pect we got a very respectful, if not an affectionate address. Indeed, some consider- 
able time elapsed before we knew whether there was any answer at all. At length, 
two brethren waited upon the Secretary of the Conference, and he gave them tbeir 
answer, not in writing, but verbally, to the effect, that we must mind our Own busi- 
ness. You shall now have the other case in illustration. The Rochdale Circuit 
addressed the Conference through the quarterly meeting, signed by the circuit stew- 
ard, to which the Conference replied; but instead of noticing the entreaties, argu- 
ments, and remonstrances of the memorial, they reprove the brethren for having in- 
troduced such matters into the quarterly meeting, as being foreign to its proper busi- 
ness. This circuit memorialised the following Conference with no better success: 
they then addressed the President, but have not, to this day, been favoured with a re- 
ply. Now here are two cases, one of each kind, selected from innumerable similar in- 
stances. Look at them; compare them with the assurance that the paternal ears of Confe- 
rence are always open to our complaints. Now, Sir, it is these things which render com- 
bination, or this association necessary. Our connexional character justifies the step we 
are taking. Wesleyan Methodists, through the length and breadth of the land, are emi- 
nently one family. This is very carefully pressed upon us on certain occasions, but 
when it is inconvenient, we are asked what have you to do with the College — it is in 
London ? — or with Leeds, or Ashton, or Gateshead ? and now, what have you to do 
with Manchester ? I tell you what we have to do. Hitherto, if they have complained, 
they have been cut off in detail, and I give it as my serious opinion, that but for this 
Association, the first Manchester Circuit, ancient, and pious, and intelligent as it is, 
y®* for the bold attitude it has taken in rallying round and sustaining their persecuted 
Minister, would, ere this, have been recklessly blotted out of the map of Methodism. 
But, say some good, though timid, brethren,— see the mischief you are doing: how 
you are breaking the peace of society, and hindering the good work of God ! Sir, we 
admit, to some extent, the consequences; — and who can contemplate them and not be 
pained and grieved ? — but we do solemnly deny, in the face of the whole Christian 
world, that the charge is applicable to us as the cause. No ! we fearlessly charge the 
blame— the whole blame, upon a lordly party in the Conference, who are surrounded 
' h k kno,s ot . wealthy, worldly men, whose vitiated tastes must be pleased either 
with boxes of whistles, or forms of prayers, or now a college, though the consequence 
may be the scattering of thousands of immortal souls. We the cause !— Why, look 
at the absurdity of the insinuation. I am walking in the street with a man whom I 
have mistaken for an honest man ; he takes advantage of my credulity by abstracting 
irom me my purse ; — I make a stand, surprised and indignant,— the neighbourhood 
is excited and agitated ; but, instead of instantly restoring to me my purse, he cries, 
bee what a disturbance you are making; how you are exciting men’s minds; how 
you are interrupting the quiet of this peaceful neighbourhood I why cannot you be 
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easy and let me go ?” Others ask, is itworth while to make this ado ? had ye not better 
letitpass? Sotheman I have just alluded to might reason. “Only think,” he says, “of 
the painful consequences of the course you are pursuing; if you hale me to prison, and 
expose my conduct, you will plunge my wife into trouble, — my children will be covered 
with infamy.” Now would you think of listening to such reasoning, especially if it came 
to your knowledge that the man was an old offender ? Now, Sir, I contend our oppo- 
nentsjare throwing dust in the people’s eyes in attempting to divert attention from the 
real state of the case ; hence, why this profuse distribution of an excellent sermon on 
schism, but an attempt to fix upon these holy and sensible men surrounding you on 
the platform the charge of schism ? Sir, in all that I have uttered respecting our 
ministers, I beg it to be understood I speak not of their private— no ! nor of their 
public character, in the common acceptation of the word,— but of their Conferential 
character ; and in this character not doubting that some of them are present, I do 
now, in the face of the Methodist public, advisedly and deliberately, judging them 
by their unconstitutional acts, charge them true schismatics. By their public 
acts they are scattering arrows, firebrands, and death, amidst an affectionate and con- 
fiding people. Theirs is the sin— theirs is the guilt, and, if timely concessions be not 
made, theirs will be the punishment. 

The Chairman, in introducing Mr. John Russell, claimed the indulgence of the 
meeting for that gentleman, stating that he was eighty-one years of age. 

Mr. Russell said that he was very unwilling to come forward before such a meet- 
ing, but every man of common sense and sound piety must see that the present was 
an emergency which called for the exertions of every individual amongst them. 
(Hear, hear.) He concurred with all his heart and soul in the means now in use for 
the reformation of Methodism. (Hear, hear.) A serious difference had arisen 
between the Conference and the people, and yet it originated in very slight grounds. 
It was only necessary for the Conference to make a very small concession to con- 
ciliate the people. As one of the people, with his whole heart and mind, he was 
desirous of effecting that union. Being so near the grave he felt but little desirous 
of meddling with public affairs; still he thought that posterity had claims upon him, 
and he therefore most heartily concurred in the present endeavours to bring about 
such an extent of reformation as would preserve them a pure, united, and undivided 
body. (Applause.) 

Mr. Hesketh, of Manchester, said he had been connected with Methodism for up- 
wards of forty years, but though he had always endeavoured to understand acts of Parli- 
ament, in order that he might know the laws and obey them, he must confess that it was 
only within the last twelve months that his attention had been directed to the laws of 
Methodism. For more than forty years he had rested content with the conviction 
that the Preachers either would not or could not err; but when he saw what was 
called a District Meeting suspending a young man of talent and estimable character for 
merely attending four public meetings on a very important question, and for entertain- 
ing opinions which he himself, (Mr. H.) entertained in common with him — when he 
saw a similar meeting suspending bis respectable and venerated friend, Dr. Warren, for 
no better reason, he began to entertain different opinions. (Hear, hear.) He wished that 
Dr. Warren was not present, in order that he might speak of him as he deserved ; but 
this he would say, — that no man was less wrong, or more amiable than Dr. Warren. 
(Hear, hear.) Dr. Warren had written a book in which he told some unpleasant 
truths. For that reason he was summoned before a District Meeting, which played 
at once the parts of prosecutors, witnesses, and judges, and because he would not sub- 
mit to their extraordinary proceedings, they expelled him. (Hear, hear.) If they 
had not read Mr. Bromley’s letter on that subject, he recommended them to do so 
immediately. They had now come forward at the eleventh hour, to advocate the 
cause of religion— of Methodism— of Christianity, and he trusted, that they would 
proceed with all care and diligence in the good and right way, till they had effected 
that reform which they had sought to accomplish. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. Dignum, of Northwich, said he had been for forty years connected with the 
Methodist Society, and for thirty-six years a local preacher. In the neighbourhood 
of the Town Hall he had seen the motto “England expects every man to do his 
duty,”— but the whole world now expected Methodists to do their duty. (Hear, hear.) 

The meeting was afterwards addressed by Mr. Wallace, of Northwich ; Mr. 
Gressly, of Nantwich; Mr. Henry Pooley, jun. of Liverpool; Mr. John Wood, of 
Liverpool; Mr. James Gardner, and Mr. Picton, all of whom advocated the cause 
of Methodist reform, and earnestly exhorted the meeting, private members as well 
as office-holders, to join the Association by signing the Declaration. The names of 
the officers and committee having been read, a hymn sung, a prayer delivered by 
Dr. Warren, and thanks having been voted to the Chairman, the meeting separated 
at a quarter to eleven o’clock. 
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